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SUBJECT: VISIT OF DR. JANE I. SMITH) 

1 . IN THE SPRING OF 1976 THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE 
HARVARD CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF WORLD RELIGIONS. DR. JANE 
I. SMITH, WILL BE VISITING VARIOUS CITIES OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST HOPING TO TALK WITH PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS/VISITING 
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POSSIBILITIES OF OFFERING FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS TO 
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS. ANY ASSISTANCE THAT POSTS CAN 
OFFER IN HELPING FACILITATE CONTACTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
DEPARTMENT REQUESTS NAME OF P"ST OFFICER WHO MAY BE 
CONTACTED BY DR. SMITH DURING HER VISIT YOUR COUNTRY. 

2. HARVARD'S CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF WORLD RELIGIONS IS 

THE COORDINATING UNIT FOR A NUMBER OF STUDENTS AND FACULTY 
ENGAGED IN THE STUDY OF WORLD RELIGIONS. IT ENGAGES IN 
THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGION BOTH THROUGH THE 
TRADITIONAL MET;ODS OF READING AND RESEARCH AND IN THE 
CONVERSATION AND DIALOGUE POSSIBLE WHEN MEMBERS OF 
DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS LIVE AND STUDY TOGETHER. 

3. FOR THE 15 YEARS OF ITS EXISTENCE THE CENTER HAS DRAWN 
HEAVILY ON STUDENTS FROM INDIA AND THE FAR EAST, OUT HAS 
HAD VERY FEW PEOPLE FROM THE MIDDLE EAST. THEY ARE THERE- 
FORE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN INFORMING PROSPECTIVE 
STUDENTS AND VISITING SCHOLARS ABOUT THE PROGRAM AND 
HOPING TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS FROM THE 
MIDDLE EAST, PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM THE ISLAMIC TRADI- 
TION. THEY HAVE A MASTER'S DEGREE PROGRAM (TWO YEARS), A 
DOCTORAL PROGRAM (FOUR TO SIX YEARS) AND A PROGRAM WHERE- 
BY THOSE WHO ALREADY HAVE THE PH.D. OR ITS EQUIVALENT CAN 
COME TO THE CENTER TO PURSUE THEIR OWN STUDY FOR A YEAR, 

LIVING AND INTERACTING WITH OTHER CENTER MEMBERS. A 
NUMBER OF AMERICAN STUDENTS ARE CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN THE 
STUDY OF ISLAM AND WOULD BENEFIT GREATLY FROM EXPOSURE TO 
THOSE WHO HAVE HAD CLASSICAL MUSLIM EDUCATION AND RE- 
PRESENT VARIOUS ASPECTS OF ISLAMIC CULTURE. 

4. DR. SMITH'S TENTATIVE ITINERARY IS AS FOLLOWS: 

MARCH 1 THROUGH MAY 31 EXCLUSIVE OF DATES BELOW: CAIRO, 
A.R.E. (RESEARCH FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN RESEARCH CENTER 
IN EGYPT) 

MARCH 25-26: AMMAN, IORDAN 
MARCH 28-APRIL 1: JERUSALEM, ISRAEL 
APRIL 2-3: ANKARA, TURKEY 
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MAY 5-6: DAMASCUS, SYRIA 

MAY 8-10: ALEPPO, SYRIA 

MAY 12-13: BAGHDAD, IRAQ 

MAY 14-17: TEHRAN AND SHIRAZ, IRAN 

MAY 18-19: KUWAIT 

SOMETIME BETWEEN MAY 21-28: TUNIS, TUNISIA. 

5. U.S.G. FUNDING IS NOT BEING SOUGHT FOR ABOVE-MENTIONED 
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